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Enter The Ark of Hope

The Great Controversy between God and
Satan is primarily over

“WORSHIP”
Who will you Choose?
4

Get into the Ark
Sanctuary
And let them
make me a
sanctuary;
that I may dwell
among them.
– Exodus 25:8
Psalms 77:13

Health Snippet – Temperance: Fizzy Drinks
13 Ways That Soda Is Bad for Your Health
Drinking high amounts of sugar-sweetened beverages such
as soda can have various adverse impacts on your health.
1. Sugary Drinks Do Not Make You Feel Full and Are Strongly
Linked to Weight Gain.
2. Large Amounts of Sugar Are Turned into Fat in Your Liver.
3. Sugar Drastically Increases Belly Fat Accumulation.
4. Sugary Soda May Cause Insulin Resistance — a Key
Feature of Metabolic Syndrome.
5. Sugar-Sweetened Beverages May Be the Leading Dietary
Cause of Type 2 Diabetes.
6. Sugary Soda Contains No Essential Nutrients — Just Sugar.
7. Sugar May Cause Leptin Resistance.
8. Sugary Soda May Be Addictive.
9. Sugary Beverages May Increase Heart Disease Risk.
10. Soda Drinkers Have a Higher Risk of Cancer.
11. Sugar and Acids in Soda Are a Disaster for Dental Health.
12. Soda Drinkers Have a Drastically Increased Risk of Gout.
13. Sugar Consumption Linked to Increased Risk of Dementia
The Bottom Line: If you want to lose weight, avoid chronic
disease, live longer, consider limiting intake of sugary drinks.

Proverbs 23:20
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Introduction - Holocaust or Harmony
“The end of the world” is often expressed in
humour as well as in fear, yet its reality is
readily speculated but little understood.
World conditions point to uncertainty.
Scientists foresee problems occurring for many
reasons because of human living patterns.
Society rebels at the lack of control we have
over the deterioration of our planet. Yet so
many fool themselves or blindly accept the
inevitable as part of modern living.
Will the world end by a holocaust of nuclear
reaction, or planets careering out of control,
a failure of the ozone layer, scorching and
wasting of the land, or freezing the land into
another "ice age"?
Will we eventually destroy ourselves by over
population and abuse of our natural
environment?

Introduction - Holocaust or Harmony (cont’d)
Or, are we on the verge of great
reforms and discoveries to heal social
disharmony and bring prosperity,
restoration and protection of our
natural environment, or restoration of
the rights and principles of life, to
herald in the thousand years of peace?
• If left to themselves, which way will
humanity go?
• How will the scales balance?
• What will trigger the switch?
The answer is clear if we wholly trust in
God’s Word. It explains when, how and
why the end of the world will come.

Prophecies About the End of the World
The prophet Ezekiel saw the world’s end coming,
not with peace, but much trouble! “Also, thou
son of man, thus saith the Lord God unto the land
of Israel; An end, the end is come upon the four
corners of the land. . . . Thus saith the Lord God;
An evil, an only evil, behold, is come. An end is
come, the end is come: it watcheth for thee;
behold, it is come. The morning is come unto thee,
O thou that dwellest in the land: the time is come,
the day of trouble is near, and not the sounding
again of the mountains.” Ezekiel 7:2, 5-7.
Considerable instruction and many prophecies
have been given that we may know what is to
take place. Signs may be seen today. Therefore
nobody should he ignorant.

TRUE SIGNS OF THE END OF TIME
Students of Daniel and Revelation know
that while the "last days" truly began in
New Testament times, the time of the End
is a much more recent phenomenon. With
the passing of the great time prophecies of
Daniel and Revelation, we now live in the
time of the End. So these are not just
ordinary times.
The year 2000 is much closer to the End
than the year 1000 was. From the Bible's
prophetic outlook we know that since 1798
and 1844 this world's history is writing its
final chapter. Though we cannot know with
certainty when the End is, we certainly
know that things can wind up very soon.

THE SIGNS HAVE BEEN WITH US
If wars, earthquakes, and famines are signs of the
age, then many "signs of the End" have been with
us from the beginning of the Christian age. There
were false messiahs already in Jesus' day (Acts
5:36, 37), and plenty more in the approach to A.D.
70. While peace characterized Palestine in A.D. 31,
there were "wars and rumours of wars"
throughout the A.D. 60s. There were famines (Acts
11:28), earthquakes (Laodicea in 60 A.D., Pompeii
in 63, Jerusalem in 64, and Rome in 68), and
heavenly signs. The New Testament contains
abundant accounts of persecution, false teachers,
and false prophets. Paul could even claim that the
gospel had gone to the world within his lifetime
(Colossians 1:23; Romans 1:8; 16:26). It is no
wonder, then, that the apostles believed that they
were living in the last days (Acts 2:14-21; Hebrews
1:2; 1 Peter 1:20; 1 John 2:18).

The "signs" are here indeed
Though current events should not be used to
encourage date setting, we are certainly living
in times like those the Bible associates with the
End. Knowledge is increasing with breathtaking rapidity (Daniel 12:4). The Internet and
satellite broadcasting make it possible for the
whole world to hear the gospel quickly
(Matthew 24:14).
Unprecedentedly far-reaching divisions among
nations are rife; weapons of mass destruction,
not heard of just a few years ago, are in
increasingly unstable hands. Rebellion,
profanity, perversions, and violence seem to
have an omnipresence and potency
unparalleled in human history (2 Timothy 3:1-5).

Armed Conflict in the Last Days
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall go
forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind
shall be raised up from the coasts of the
earth. Jeremiah 25:32. Mar 174.1
Soon grievous troubles will rise among the nations—
trouble that will not cease until Jesus comes. As
never before we need to press together, serving Him
who has prepared His throne in the heavens and
whose kingdom ruleth over all. God has not forsaken
His people, and our strength lies in not forsaking
Him. Mar 174.2
The judgments of God are in the land. The wars and
rumours of wars, the destruction by fire and flood,
say clearly that the time of trouble, which is to
increase until the end, is very near at hand. We have
no time to lose. The world is stirred with the spirit
of war. The prophecies of the eleventh of Daniel
have almost reached their final fulfilment. Mar 174.3

A moment of respite has been graciously
given us of God
Soon strife among the nations will break out with an
intensity that we do not now anticipate. The present
is a time of overwhelming interest to all living. Rulers
and statesmen, men who occupy positions of trust and
authority, thinking men and women of all classes, have
their attention fixed upon the events taking place
about us. They are watching the strained, restless
relations that exist among the nations. They observe
the intensity that is taking possession of every earthly
element, and they realize that something great and
decisive is about to take place, that the world is on the
verge of a stupendous crisis. Mar 174.4
In the last scenes of this earth's history, war will rage.
There will be pestilence, plague, and famine. The
waters of the deep will overflow their boundaries.
Property and life will be destroyed by fire and flood.
We should be preparing for the mansions that Christ
has gone to prepare for them that love Him. There is a
rest from earth's conflict. Mar 174.6

THE NORMALCY OF THE END
Compounding the issue is the question of just how
unusual the events of the End will be. There is no
question that New Testament descriptions of the
final days are momentous. People develop strange
diseases, rivers and seas turn to blood, and humanity
is subject to "global warming" of searing proportions
(Revelation 16:1-9). Nations are angry (11:18) and
confused (Luke 21:25), and the world is seriously
divided over issues of faith (Revelation 17:14).
Unusual events take place in the sky and
earthquakes, storms, and disasters become more
severe (Luke 21:26; Revelation 6:12-15; 16:18-21).
There is the deceptive confusion caused by
competing claims to truth (Matthew 24:24-27; Mark
13:19-23; 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12; Revelation
13:13,14) and direct demonic intervention (1 Timothy
4:1). Social unrest and contempt for faith increase (2
Timothy 3:1- 5). The people of God suffer greatly from
persecution (John 16:2; Revelation 13:15- 17; 16:47; 17:6). Other considerations could be given as well.

The Normalcy of The End (cont’d)
However, both Jesus and Paul portray the
last days as somewhat normal times, in
spite of all the spectacular events. Like
before the Flood (Matthew 24:37),
people will pursue their normal round of
eating and drinking; even weddings will
not be postponed (Matthew 24:38).
As in the days of Lot, there will be
buying and selling (Luke 17:28), which
suggests that the basic economic
structure of the world remains. Planting
and building continues (Luke 17:28).
Most people seem to have no
premonition that the End is upon them
(Matthew 24:39).

The Normalcy of The End (cont’d)
In fact, Paul wrote that the terrible
destructions associated with the
Second Coming itself (see 2
Thessalonians 1:5-10) will come when
people are proclaiming "peace and
safety" (1 Thessalonians 5:2-3).
To many, the last days may seem like
a golden age of peace and prosperity.
The troubles, disasters, social
disruptions, and persecutions of the
end time will be on the radar screen,
but will not seem out of proportion to
normal times. The majority, perhaps
the vast majority, will be surprised to
see the End come when it does.

Our Lord Jesus's Great Prophecy
Christ upon the Mount of Olives rehearsed
the fearful judgments that were to precede
His second coming: The whole of the twentyfourth chapter of Matthew is a prophecy
concerning the events to precede this event,
and the destruction of Jerusalem is used to
typify the last great destruction of the world by
fire.—Manuscript 77, 1899. LDE 18.1
“Ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: ...
Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers
places. All these are the beginning of sorrows”
[Matthew 24:6-8]. While these prophecies
received a partial fulfilment at the destruction
of Jerusalem, they have a more direct
application in the last days.—Testimonies for
the Church 5:753 (1899). LDE 18.2

Signs of the “Time of the End”
1. Signs in the Political World
Many nations in the world are
expending efforts to place
themselves in a prominent position.
Violence and wars, armament and
military might are a sad fact of life.
“But when ye shall hear of wars and
commotions, be not terrified: for
these things must first come to pass;
but the end is not by and by. Then
said he unto them, Nation shall rise
against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom:.” Luke 21:9, 10.

1. Signs in the Political World (cont’d)
Prophecy foretells that the most insignificant
countries would take part in demonstrating
their power to maintain their so-called,
major position: “Proclaim ye this among the
Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty
men, let all the men of war draw near; let
them come up: Beat your ploughshares into
swords, and your pruninghooks into spears:
let the weak say, I am strong..” Joel 3:9, 10.
While prominent representatives discuss the
existing problems among the nations to
establish treaties, their own countries
stockpile their arsenals and drill their armies
for war.
“For when they shall say, Peace and safety;
then sudden destruction cometh upon them,
as travail upon a woman with child; and they
shall not escape..” 1 Thessalonians 5:3.

2. Signs in the Social World
1 This know also, that in the last days
perilous times shall come.
2 For men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy,
3 Without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good,
4 Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God;
5 Having a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof: from such turn away.
- 2 Timothy 3:1-5.

2. Signs in the Social World (cont’d)
People during the last days will think
mainly of eating and drinking, parties,
sports, the cares of this life, and forget
God and salvation:
26 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall
it be also in the days of the Son of man.
27 They did eat, they drank, they married
wives, they were given in marriage, until
the day that Noe entered into the ark, and
the flood came, and destroyed them all.
28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot;
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they
sold, they planted, they builded;
29 But the same day that Lot went out of
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from
heaven, and destroyed them all.
30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the
Son of man is revealed. - Luke 17:26-30.

2. Signs in the Social World (cont’d)
Strikes, unemployment and extortion will
exist. On one hand, there will be large fortunes
and on the other hand, great poverty:
Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for
your miseries that shall come upon you. Your
riches are corrupted, and your garments are
motheaten. Your gold and silver is cankered;
and the rust of them shall be a witness against
you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye
have heaped treasure together for the last
days. Behold, the hire of the labourers who
have reaped down your fields, which is of you
kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of
them which have reaped are entered into the
ears of the Lord of Sabbath. Ye have lived in
pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye
have nourished your hearts, as in a day of
slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed the
just; and he doth not resist you. - James 5:1-6.

2. Signs in the Social World (cont’d)
Enmity among individuals will
increase, with a total lack of
natural affection, even among
family members:
Now the brother shall betray the
brother to death, and the father
the son; and children shall rise
up Against their parents, and
shall cause them to be put to
death. - Mark 13:12.
• Love toward God and fellow
beings is almost extinguished.

3. Signs in the Religious World
And he said, Take heed that ye be not
deceived: for many shall come in my name,
saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near:
go ye not therefore after them. - Luke 21:8.
The truth of God’s word would be appreciated
by only a faithful few. Most of the inhabitants
of the earth would take heed of fantasies and
imaginations rather than true godliness:
For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; And they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables. - 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

3. Signs in the Religious World (cont’d)
Before the end of the world the
compromise of pure truth will
prepare the religious world for
accepting false worship:
Let no man deceive you by any
means: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the
son of perdition; Who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is
called God, or that is worshipped; so
that he as God sitteth in the temple
of God, shewing himself that he is
God. - 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4.

3. Signs in the Religious World (cont’d)
Scoffers would come and laugh at the
Bible teaching about the end of the world:
Knowing this first, that there shall come in
the last days scoffers, walking after their
own lusts, And saying, Where is the
promise of his coming? for since the fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the creation.
- 2 Peter 3:3, 4.
Although most people are not interested
in religion, there are a few who still keep
the commandments of God and have the
faith of Jesus. Despite opposition they
preach the Gospel to the world:
And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end come.
- Matthew 24:14.

4. Signs in the Scientific World
Scientific knowledge was
suppressed for centuries. The Dark
Ages of 538 to 1798 have left their
sad record. Since 1798 great
inventions and knowledge have
increased rapidly:
Daniel the prophet was told by an
angel that this would happen:
But thou, O Daniel, shut up the
words, and seal the book, even to
the time of the end: many shall run
to and fro, and knowledge shall be
increased. - Daniel 12:4.

4. Signs in the Scientific World (cont’d)
The following select list of inventions illustrates the reality:
gaslight, 1798; vaccine, 1798; steam printing press, 1803;
steamer (ship), 1807; loom, 1808; railway engine, 1814;
phosphorus, 1820; photograph, 1822; harvester, 1834;
electrotype, 1837; telegraph, 1837; bicycle, 1840; sewing
machine, 1846; submarine, 1854; typewriter, 1867; DDT,
1874; telephone, 1876; electric light, 1878; motorcycle,
1885; linotype 1886; tram, 1889; automobile, 1895; aspirin,
1893; x-ray, 1895; cinematograph, 1895; wireless telegraph,
1896; aeroplane, 1906; wireless telephone, 1915; radio,
1921; radar, 1922; television, 1928; penicillin, 1928; nylon,
1930; helicopter, 1936; atomic bomb, 1939; computer,
1940; jet propulsion, 1941; atomic energy, 1942; transistor,
1944; supersonic aeroplane, 1944; solar battery, 1954;
spacecraft, 1957; laser, 1958; video tape recorder, 1958; 1st
man in space, 1961; electronic watch space station, 1962;
electronic calculator, 1963; man on the moon, 1969; floppy
disk recorder, 1970; x-ray scanner, RAM chip, micro
computer, 1972; pocket TV, 1977; personal computer, 1981.

5. Signs in Nature
“For the stars of heaven and the
constellations thereof shall not
give their light: the sun shall be
darkened in his going forth, and
the moon shall not cause her light
to shine.” Isaiah 13:10.
This prophecy was repeated by
Jesus: “Immediately after the
tribulation of those days shall the
sun be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light, and the
stars shall fall from heaven, and
the powers of the heavens shall
be shaken.” Matthew 24:29.

5. Signs in Nature (cont’d)
These signs of the sun, moon, and
stars have been exactly fulfilled. On
May 19, 1780, about 10 a.m. the sun
started getting dark and at noon it
was as dark as night. People and
animals retreated for home with
great foreboding. Objects could not
be distinguished except by candle
light and then but dimly. Scientists
could not explain the phenomenon,
but those who read the Bible were
able to understand that this was the
fulfilment of the Word of God.
“That same night the moon became
as red as blood, exactly as written in
the words of the prophets.

5. Signs in Nature (cont’d)
Fifty-three years after the dark day,
the next sign was fulfilled in the
falling of the stars. Although we
understand it as falling meteors, the
continuous stream of falling stars
persisted from 9 p.m., and daylight
obscured the spectacle. The people at
that time thought the end had come.
The phenomenon could be seen from
the Gulf of Mexico to Halifax (Canada).
The Lord said these were signs which
would herald the “time of the end.”
Besides these things there would
occur frightful calamities that would
make the hearts of men fail for fear.

November 13, 1833

5. Signs in Nature (cont’d)
“And great earthquakes shall be
in divers places, and famines,
and pestilences; and fearful
sights and great signs shall there
be from heaven.” Luke 21:11.
The greatest earthquake that
has ever happened was the
Lisbon earthquake, which
occurred on 1st November 1755.
• Since then earthquakes have
occurred with increasing
frequency.

All Saints' Day
Earthquake > Tsunami > Fire

5. Signs in Nature (cont’d)
The earth's crust will be rent by the outbursts of
the elements concealed in the bowels of the earth.
These elements, once broken loose, will sweep
away the treasures of those who for years have
been adding to their wealth by securing large
possessions at starvation prices from those in
their employ. And the religious world, too, is to be
terribly shaken, for the end of all things is at
hand.—Manuscript Releases 3:208 (1891). LDE 25.3
The time is now come when one moment we may
be on solid earth, the next the earth may be
heaving beneath our feet. Earthquakes will take
place when least expected.—Testimonies to
Ministers and Gospel Workers, 421 (1896). LDE 26.1
In fires, in floods, in earthquakes, in the fury of the
great deep, in calamities by sea and by land, the
warning is given that God's Spirit will not always
strive with men.—Manuscript Releases 3:315
(1897). LDE 26.2

5. Signs in Nature (cont’d)
As we come closer to the end,
we see droughts of fearful
magnitude, floodings with
frightening consequences,
cyclones bringing devastation.
All these are signs telling us
how close we are to the end.
These are God’s judgments
which at present are still
mixed with mercy.
It is the purpose of God to
warn people and to give them
opportunity for repentance,
that they may be prepared for
the end of the world.

6. Gluttony and Intemperance
Gluttony and intemperance lie at the
foundation of the great moral depravity in
our world. Satan is aware of this and he is
constantly tempting men and women to
indulge the taste at the expense of health
and even life itself. Eating, drinking, and
dressing are made the aim of life with the
world. Just such a state of things existed
before the Flood. And this state of
dissipation is one of the marked evidences
of the soon close of this earth's history.—
Letter 34, 1875. LDE 22.2
We know that the Lord is coming very soon.
The world is fast becoming as it was in the
days of Noah. It is given over to selfish
indulgence. Eating and drinking are carried
to excess. Men are drinking the poisonous
liquor that makes them mad.—Letter 308,
1907. LDE 23.1

7. Deeds of Violence
In the days of Noah the overwhelming
majority was opposed to the truth, and
enamoured with a tissue of falsehoods.
The land was filled with violence. War,
crime, murder, was the order of the day.
Just so will it be before Christ's second
coming.—The S.D.A. Bible Commentary
1:1090 (1891). LDE 23.2
Plainer and plainer is it becoming that the
inhabitants of the world are not in
harmony with God. No scientific theory can
explain the steady march of evil workers
under the generalship of Satan. In every
mob wicked angels are at work, rousing men
to commit deeds of violence.... LDE 23.3

7. Deeds of Violence (cont’d)
The perversity and cruelty of men will
reach such a height that God will reveal
Himself in His majesty. Very soon the
wickedness of the world will have
reached its limit and, as in the days of
Noah, God will pour out His judgments.—
The Upward Look, 334 (1903). LDE 23.4
The terrible reports we hear of murders
and robberies, of railway accidents and
deeds of violence, tell the story that the
end of all things is at hand. Now, just
now, we need to be preparing for the
Lord's second coming.—Letter 308,
1907. LDE 23.5

8. Crime, Famines, Pestilence
Satan is working in the atmosphere; he is poisoning
the atmosphere, and here we are dependent upon
God for our lives—our present and eternal lives. And
being in the position that we are, we need to be wide
awake, wholly devoted, wholly converted, wholly
consecrated to God. But we seem to sit as though we
were paralyzed. God of heaven, wake us up!—
Selected Messages 2:52 (1890). LDE 26.4
God has not restrained the powers of darkness from
carrying forward their deadly work of vitiating the
air, one of the sources of life and nutrition, with a
deadly miasma. Not only is vegetable life affected but
man suffers from pestilence.... These things are the
result of drops from the vials of God's wrath [God
takes responsibility for that which he allows or does
not prevent. See Exodus 7:3; 8:32; 1 Chronicles 10:4,
13, 14.] being sprinkled on the earth, and are but faint
representations of what will be in the near future.—
Selected Messages 3:391 (1891). LDE 27.1

8. Crime, Famines, Pestilence (cont’d)
Famines will increase. Pestilences will
sweep away thousands. Dangers are all
around us from the powers without and
satanic workings within, but the restraining
power of God is now being exercised.—
Manuscript Releases 19:382 (1897). LDE 27.2
I have been shown that the Spirit of the
Lord is being withdrawn from the earth.
God's keeping power will soon be refused
to all who continue to disregard His
commandments. The reports of fraudulent
transactions, murders, and crimes of every
kind are coming to us daily. Iniquity is
becoming so common a thing that it no
longer shocks the senses as it once did.—
Letter 258, 1907. LDE 27.3

9. Great Balls of Fire
Great balls of fire were falling upon
houses, and from these balls fiery
arrows were flying in every direction.
It was impossible to check the fires that
were kindled, and many places were
being destroyed. The terror of the
people was indescribable. After a time I
awoke and found myself at home.—
Evangelism, 29 (1906). LDE 24.3
I saw an immense ball of fire fall among
some beautiful mansions, causing their
instant destruction. I heard someone
say: “We knew that the judgments of God
were coming upon the earth, but we did
not know that they would come so soon.”
Others, with agonized voices, said: “You
knew! Why then did you not tell us? We
did not know.”—Testimonies for the
Church 9:28 (1909). LDE 25.1

10 - The Sign of Betrayal
1. Sign of Kiss by Judas - Matthew 26:48
2. Sign of conquering – Isaiah 7:14 –
Immanuel: God with us (Matthew 1:23)
3. Sign of repentance – Matthew 16:1314; 12:39-48 – Deliverance
• Exodus 31:13, 17,18 – Sabbath written
on 2 tables of stone: includes strangers

• Ezekiel 12:20 – Sabbath sign.
• Ezekiel 8:16 - Sun worship.
• Ezekiel 9 – Mark of deliverance or
destruction.

7th Day Sabbath a Test in the Last Days
• The Seventh Day Sabbath Existed at Creation
(Genesis 2:2-3)
• The Seventh Day Sabbath Existed During the Exodus
(Exodus 20:8-11; Exodus 16:29,30)
• The Sabbath Day Was an Important Feast Day
(Leviticus 23:3; Leviticus 23:32)
• The Pattern of the Sabbath in the Jubilee Calendar
(Leviticus 25:1-4)
• Jesus Observed the Sabbath (Luke 4:16; Mark 2:2728)
• Apostles Observed the Sabbath (Acts 13:14, 13:42,44,
, 17:2, 18:4 & 11; Acts 16:11-15; Matthew 24:20)
• The Sabbath Test Is Critical to the End Time Story
(Matthew 5:17-19, 19:16-18,1 John 2:3-4; Revelation
14:12; 12:17; James 2:10-11)
• The Final Sabbath Rest (2 Peter 3:8; Revelation 20:4;
Isaiah 66:22-23)

God's Purpose in Calamities
What mean the awful calamities by sea—
vessels hurled into eternity without a
moment's warning? What mean the accidents
by land—fire consuming the riches that men
have hoarded, much of which has been
accumulated by oppression of the poor?
The Lord will not interfere to protect the
property of those who transgress His law, break
His covenant, and trample upon His Sabbath,
accepting in its place a spurious rest day. LDE
27.4
The plagues of God are already falling upon the
earth, sweeping away the most costly
structures as if by a breath of fire from heaven.
Will not these judgments bring professing
Christians to their senses? God permits them to
come that the world may take heed, that sinners
may be afraid and tremble before Him.—
Manuscript Releases 3:311 (1902). LDE 28.1

God's Purpose in Calamities (cont’d)
God has a purpose in permitting these
calamities to occur. They are one of His
means of calling men and women to their
senses. By unusual workings through nature
God will express to doubting human agencies
that which He clearly reveals in His Word.—
Manuscript Releases 19:279 (1902). LDE 28.2
How frequently we hear of earthquakes and
tornadoes, of destruction by fire and flood,
with great loss of life and property!
Apparently these calamities are capricious
outbreaks of disorganized, unregulated
forces of nature, wholly beyond the control
of man, but in them all God's purpose may
be read. They are among the agencies by
which He seeks to arouse men and women
to a sense of their danger.—Prophets and
Kings, 277 (1914). LDE 28.3

Coming Events Are in the Hands of the Lord
The world is not without a ruler. The program of
coming events is in the hands of the Lord. The Majesty
of heaven has the destiny of nations as well as the
concerns of His church in His own charge.—Testimonies
for the Church 5:753 (1889). LDE 29.1
These symbolical representations [the fiery serpents in
the wilderness] serve a double purpose. From them
God's people learn not only that the physical forces of
the earth are under the control of the Creator, but also
that under His control are the religious movements of
the nations. Especially is this true with reference to the
enforcement of Sunday observance.—Manuscript
Releases 19:281 (1902). LDE 29.2
In the great closing work we shall meet with perplexities
that we know not how to deal with, but let us not forget
that the three great Powers of heaven are working, that
a divine hand is on the wheel, and that God will bring
His purposes to pass.—Evangelism, 65 (1902). LDE 29.3

Coming Events Are in the Hands of the Lord (cont’d)
As the wheel-like complications were under
the guidance of the hand beneath the wings of
the cherubim, so the complicated play of
human events is under divine control. Amidst
the strife and tumult of nations, He that sitteth
above the cherubim still guides the affairs of the
earth. [See Ezekiel 1:4, 26; 10:8; Daniel 4:17, 25,
32.]—Education, 178 (1903). LDE 29.4
In the annals of human history, the growth of
nations, the rise and fall of empires, appear as
if dependent on the will and prowess of man;
the shaping of events seems, to a great degree,
to be determined by his power, ambition, or
caprice. But in the Word of God the curtain is
drawn aside, and we behold, above, behind, and
through all the play and counterplay of human
interest and power and passions, the agencies
of the All-merciful One, silently, patiently
working out the counsels of His own will.—
Prophets and Kings, 499, 500 (1914). LDE 29.5

Heaven's Regard for Earth's Affairs
In sparing the life of the first murderer,
God presented before the whole
universe a lesson bearing upon the great
controversy.... It was His purpose, not
merely to put down the rebellion, but to
demonstrate to all the universe the
nature of rebellion....The holy inhabitants
of other worlds were watching with the
deepest interest the events taking place
on the earth.... LDE 30.1
God carries with Him the sympathy and
approval of the whole universe as step by
step His great plan advances to its
complete fulfilment.—Patriarchs and
Prophets, 78, 79 (1890). LDE 30.2

Heaven's Regard for Earth's Affairs (cont’d)
The act of Christ in dying for the
salvation of man would not only
make heaven accessible to men,
but before all the universe it would
justify God and His son in their
dealing with the rebellion of
Satan.—Patriarchs and Prophets,
68, 69 (1890). LDE 30.3
The whole universe is watching with
inexpressible interest the closing
scenes of the great controversy
between good and evil.—Prophets
and Kings, 148 (1914). LDE 30.4

Some events that are pointers of the End
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Papal Rome will Show it’s True Colours
The Roman Church now presents a fair front
to the world, covering with apologies her
record of horrible cruelties. She has clothed
herself in Christlike garments; but she is
unchanged. Every principle of the papacy
that existed in past ages exists today. The
doctrines devised in the darkest ages are
still held. Let none deceive themselves. The
papacy that Protestants are now so ready to
honour is the same that ruled the world in
the days of the Reformation, when men of
God stood up, at the peril of their lives, to
expose her iniquity. She possesses the same
pride and arrogant assumption that lorded
it over kings and princes, and claimed the
prerogatives of God. Her spirit is no less
cruel and despotic now than when she
crushed out human liberty and slew the
saints of the Most High. GC 571.1

Protestant America will join Papal Rome
In the movements now in progress in the United
States to secure for the institutions and usages of
the church the support of the state, Protestants
are following in the steps of papists. Nay, more,
they are opening the door for the papacy to
regain in Protestant America the supremacy
which she has lost in the Old World. And that
which gives greater significance to this movement
is the fact that the principal object contemplated
is the enforcement of Sunday observance—a
custom which originated with Rome, and which
she claims as the sign of her authority. It is the
spirit of the papacy—the spirit of conformity to
worldly customs, the veneration for human
traditions above the commandments of God—that
is permeating the Protestant churches and leading
them on to do the same work of Sunday exaltation
which the papacy has done before them. GC 573.1

1st Beast of Revelation 13

2nd Beast of Revelation 13

The Statistics in 2021
* US President – Catholic.
* 7 out of 9 Supreme Court
Judges – Catholic (2 Jews).
* Speaker of the House of
Representatives – Catholic.
* ~88% of US Congress is
Christian - ~55% Protestants
and ~30% Catholic (single
largest Denomination).

Soon and very soon a choice has to be made

How Will This World End?
Only the sure word of prophecy can tell
us how our world will come to its end.
It will not come according to the
suppositions of scientists but according to
the word of God.
“But the heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept in store,
reserved unto fire against the day of
judgment and perdition of ungodly men. .
.. But the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night; in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the
earth also and the works that are therein
shall be burned up.” - 2 Peter 3:7, 10.

How Will This World End? (cont’d)
It is not possible in our world for justice
and righteousness to abide together.
Therefore the Lord will bring this world
to an end in justice. Then He will make
a new world in righteousness where the
redeemed can dwell: “Nevertheless we,
according to his promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.” - 2 Peter 3:13.
• This very planet, after being purified
and freed from sin and all evil, will be
the earth made new.
• Whether we are prepared, or
unprepared, the end of the world will
come. Will you be ready

God has given all:

Revelation 12:12
“….. for the devil is come down unto you,
having great wrath, because he knoweth that
he hath but a short time.”

Enter The Ark of Hope
And other sheep I
have, which are not of
this fold: them also I
must bring, and they
shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one
fold, and one
shepherd.
– John 10:16

Psalms 77:13

Behold, I stand at
the door, and
knock: if any man
hear my voice,
and open the door,
I will come in to
him, and will sup
with him, and he
with me. –
Revelation 3:20

ARE YOU READY TO MEET JESUS?

