God is Love
by Ellen White
All the paternal love which has come down from generation to generation through the channel of
human hearts, all the springs of tenderness which have opened in the souls of men, are but as a tiny
rill to the boundless ocean when compared with the infinite, exhaustless love of God. Tongue
cannot utter it; pen cannot portray it. You may meditate upon it every day of your life; you may
search the Scriptures diligently in order to understand it; you may summon every power and
capability that God has given you, in the endeavour to comprehend the love and compassion of the
heavenly Father; and yet there is an infinity beyond. You may study that love for ages; yet you can
never fully comprehend the length and the breadth, the depth and the height, of the love of God in
giving His Son to die for the world. Eternity itself can never fully reveal it. Yet as we study the
Bible and meditate upon the life of Christ and the plan of redemption, these great themes will open
to our understanding more and more. And it will be ours to realise the blessing which Paul desired
for the Ephesian church when he prayed "that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him; the eyes of your
under standing being enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power
to usward who believe." 5T 740
Nothing is apparently more helpless, yet really more invincible, than the soul that feels its
nothingness and relies wholly on the merits of the Saviour. God would send every angel in heaven
to the aid of such a one, rather than allow him to be overcome. 7T 17
So, in all ages, angels have been near to Christ's faithful followers. The vast confederacy of evil is
arrayed against all who would overcome; but Christ would have us look to the things which are not
seen, to the armies of heaven encamped about all who love God, to deliver them. From what
dangers, seen and unseen, we have been preserved through the interposition of the angels, we shall
never know, until in the light of eternity we see the providences of God. Then we shall know that
the whole family of heaven was interested in the family here below, and that messengers from the
throne of God attended our steps from day to day. DA 240
All who choose Christ's kingdom of love and righteousness and peace, making its interest
paramount to all other, are linked to the world above, and every blessing needed for this life is
theirs. In the book of God's providence, the volume of life, we are each given a page. That page
contains every particular of our history; even the hairs of the head are numbered. God's children are
never absent from His mind.
"Be not therefore anxious for the morrow."[1 R.V.] We are to follow Christ day by day. God does
not bestow help for to-morrow. He does not give His children all the directions for their life journey
at once, lest they should become confused. He tells them just as much as they can remember and
perform. The strength and wisdom imparted are for the present emergency. "If any of you lack
wisdom,"--for to-day,--"let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and
it shall be given him."[2 JAMES 1:5.] DA 313
Those who accept Christ as their personal Saviour are not left as orphans, to bear the trials of life
alone. He receives them as members of the heavenly family; He bids them call His Father their
Father. They are His "little ones," dear to the heart of God, bound to Him by the most tender and
abiding ties. He has toward them an exceeding tenderness, as far surpassing what our father or
mother has felt toward us in our helplessness, as the divine is above the human. DA 327

His Spirit "maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." As the "whole
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together" (Romans 8:26, 22), the heart of the infinite Father
is pained in sympathy. Our world is a vast lazar house, a scene of misery that we dare not allow
even our thoughts to dwell upon. Did we realise it as it is, the burden would be too terrible. Yet God
feels it all. In order to destroy sin and its results He gave His best Beloved, and He has put it in our
power, through co-operation with Him, to bring this scene of misery to an end. "This gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come." Matthew 24:14. ED 263
One day alone is ours, and during this day we are to live for God. For this one day we are to place
in the hand of Christ, in solemn service, all our purposes and plans, casting all our care upon Him,
for He careth for us. "I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace,
and not of evil, to give you an expected end." "In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness
and in confidence shall be your strength" (Jeremiah 29:11; Isaiah 30:15). MB 101
When wrongs have been righted, we may present the needs of the sick to the Lord in calm faith, as
His Spirit may indicate. He knows each individual by name and cares for each as if there were not
another upon the earth for whom He gave His beloved Son. Because God's love is so great and so
unfailing, the sick should be encouraged to trust in Him and be cheerful. To be anxious about
themselves tends to cause weakness and disease. If they will rise above depression and gloom, their
prospect of recovery will be better; for "the eye of the Lord is upon them" "that hope in His mercy"
(Psalm 33:18). MH 229
The mystery of the incarnation of Christ, the account of his sufferings his crucifixion, his
resurrection, and his ascension, open to all humanity the marvellous love of God. This imparts a
power to the truth. The attributes of God were made known through the life and works of Christ. He
was the representative of the divine character. The agony of Christ in the garden of Gethsemane, his
betrayal, his rejection by the Jewish nation, his trial, the suffering inflicted by scourging and by
obliging him to bear his cross,--every incident should be indelibly imprinted upon the minds of
men. Each separate event was an important chapter in the working out of the redemption of the
world. RH JUN.18,1895
Just so has God given us the precious promises throughout his word. The Scriptures are open to us
as the garden of God, and their promises are as fragrant flowers blooming all over that garden. God
especially calls our attention to the very ones that are appropriate for us. In these promises we may
discern the character of God, and read his love to us. They are the ground upon which our faith
rests, the support and strength of our faith and hope; and through these we are to delight our souls in
God, and breathe in the fragrance of heaven. Through the precious promises he withdraws the veil
from the future, and gives us glimpses of the things which he has prepared for those who love him.
And yet "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love him." RH OCT.11,1887
Prayer is the breath of the soul, the channel of all blessings. As, with a realisation of the needs of
humanity, with a feeling of self-loathing, the repentant soul offers its prayer, God sees its struggles,
watches its conflicts, and marks its sincerity. He has his finger upon its pulse, and he takes note of
every throb. Not a feeling thrills it, not an emotion agitates it, not a sorrow shades it, not a sin stains
it, not a thought or purpose moves it, of which he is not cognisant. That souls was purchased at an
infinite cost, and is loved with a devotion that is unalterable. RH OCT.30,1900
When men go forth to their daily toil, as when they engage in prayer; when they lie down at night,
and when they rise in the morning; when the rich man feasts in his palace, or when the poor man

gathers his children about the scanty board, each is tenderly watched by the heavenly Father. No
tears are shed that He does not notice. There is no smile that He does not mark.
If we would but fully believe this, all undue anxieties would be dismissed. Our lives would not be
so filled with disappointment as now; for everything, whether great or small, would be left in the
hands of God, who is not perplexed by the multiplicity of cares or overwhelmed by their weight.
We should then enjoy a rest of soul to which many have long been strangers. SC 86
The great apostasy originally began in a denial of the love of God, as it is plainly revealed in the
Word. Provision was then made whereby fallen man might have a powerful revelation of the love of
God, and be given an opportunity to return to his allegiance to Jehovah. "For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life" (John 3:16). "I lay down my life for the sheep," says Christ (chap. 10:15).
"The bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world" (chap. 6:51). Here
is a revelation of the power mighty to save "to the uttermost." God is light and love. UL 149

