Preparation for Future Trials

The servants of Christ are to prepare no set speech to present when brought to trial for
their faith. Their preparation is to be made day by day, in treasuring up in their hearts the
precious truths of God's Word, in feeding upon the teaching of Christ, and through prayer
strengthening their faith; then, when brought into trial, the Holy Spirit will bring to their
remembrance the very truths that will reach the hearts of those who shall come to hear.
God will flash the knowledge obtained by diligent searching of the Scriptures into their
memory at the very time when it is needed. --CSW 40, 41

When the time of trial shall come there are men now preaching to others who will find,
upon examining the positions they hold, that there are many things for which they can give
no satisfactory reason. Until thus tested they knew not their great ignorance. And there are
many in the church who take it for granted that they understand what they believe, but,
until controversy arises, they do not know their own weakness. When separated from
those of like faith and compelled to stand singly and alone to explain their belief, they will
be surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what they had accepted as truth. --5T
707

Control the Moral Powers

The ability to give a reason for our faith is a good accomplishment, but if the truth does not
go deeper than this, the soul will never be saved. The heart must be purified from all moral
defilement. --OHC 142

Few realize that it is a duty to exercise control over their thoughts and imaginations. It is
difficult to keep the undisciplined mind fixed upon profitable subjects. But if the thoughts
are not properly employed, religion cannot flourish in the soul. The mind must be
preoccupied with sacred and eternal things, or it will cherish trifling and superficial
thoughts. Both the intellectual and the moral powers must be disciplined, and they will
strengthen and improve by exercise. --OHC 111

We greatly need to encourage and cultivate pure, chaste thoughts, and to strengthen the
moral powers rather than the lower and carnal powers. God help us to awake from our
self-indulgent appetites! --MM 278

The Example of Enoch

Enoch walked with God three hundred years previous to his translation to heaven, and the
state of the world was not then more favourable for the perfection of Christian character
than it is today. And how did Enoch walk with God? He educated his mind and heart to
ever feel that he was in the presence of God, and when in perplexity his prayers would
ascend to God to keep him. LDE 71

He refused to take any course that would offend his God. He kept the Lord continually
before him. He would pray, "Teach me Thy way, that | may not err. What is Thy pleasure
concerning me? What shall | do to honor Thee, my God?" Thus he was constantly shaping
his way and course in accordance with God's commandments, and he had perfect
confidence and trust in his heavenly Father, that He would help him. He had no thought or
will of his own. It was all submerged in the will of his Father. LDE 71

Now Enoch was a representative of those who will be upon the earth when Christ shall
come, who will be translated to heaven without seeing death. --1SAT 32



Enoch had temptations as well as we. He was surrounded with society no more friendly to
righteousness than is that which surrounds us. The atmosphere he breathed was tainted
with sin and corruption the same as ours, yet he lived a life of holiness. He was unsullied
with the prevailing sins of the age in which he lived. So may we remain pure and
uncorrupted. --2T 122

Remember God's Past Blessings

In reviewing our past history, having traveled over every step of advance to our present
standing, | can say, Praise God! As | see what the Lord has wrought, | am filled with
astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to fear for the
future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past
history. --LS 196

A Time for Serious Reflection

If there ever was a time when serious reflection becomes everyone who fears God, it is
now, when personal piety is essential. The inquiry should be made, "What am |, and what
is my work and mission in this time? On which side am | working--Christ's side or the
enemy's side?" Let every soul now humble himself or herself before God, for now we are
surely living in the great Day of Atonement. The cases even now of many are passing in
review before God, for they are to sleep in their graves a little season. Your profession of
faith is not your guarantee in that day, but the state of your affections. Is the soul-temple
cleansed of its defilement? Are my sins confessed and am | repenting of them before God,
that they may be blotted out? Do | esteem myself too lightly? Am | willing to make any and
every sacrifice for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ? Do | feel every
moment | am not my own, but Christ's property, that my service belongs to God, whose |
am? --Ms 87, 1886

We should ask ourselves, "For what are we living and working? And what will be the
outcome of it all?"--ST Nov. 21, 1892

Living With Reference to the Judgment Day

| have questioned in my mind, as | have seen the people in our cities hurrying to and fro
with business, whether they ever thought of the day of God that is just upon us. Every one
of us should be living with reference to the great day which is soon to come upon us. --
1SAT 25

We cannot afford to live with no reference to the day of judgment; for though long delayed,
it is now near, even at the door, and hasteth greatly. The trumpet of the Archangel will soon
startle the living and wake the dead. --CG 560, 561

Ready for Christ's Return

If we find no pleasure now in the contemplation of heavenly things; if we have no interest
in seeking the knowledge of God, no delight in beholding the character of Christ; if
holiness has no attractions for us--then we may be sure that our hope of heaven is vain.
Perfect conformity to the will of God is the high aim to be constantly before the Christian.
He will love to talk of God, of Jesus, of the home of bliss and purity which Christ has
prepared for them that love Him. The contemplation of these themes, when the soul feasts
upon the blessed assurances of God, the apostle represents as tasting "the powers of the
world to come." --5T 745



If you are right with God today, you are ready if Christ should come today. --HP 227

Are we actively looking for the second advent of our Lord and Savior? While we still have
time to truly surrender our lives to God let us go to Him with a contrite heart and humble
ourselves. Our great high priest, Jesus Christ, is still advocating for us but very soon the
line will be drawn in the spiritual realm as to who serves God and who serves HIm not. Let

us prepare to meet our God in peace.



