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Enter The Ark of Hope

The Great Controversy between God and
Satan is primarily over

Who will you Choose?




Geft into the Ark
Sanctuary

And let them
make me a
sanctuary;

that | may dwell

among them.
— Exodus 25:8

Psalms 77:13




Health Snippet — Pumpkln

’

Health Benefits of Pumpkin (Seek Medical Advice) %
Pumpkin is a type of winter squash that belongs to the s
Cucurbitaceae family. Commonly viewed as a vegetable, but
scientifically a fruit with seeds. Nutritionally more similar to
vegetables than fruits. It’s in various sizes, shapes & colours.
One cup of cooked pumpkin (245 grams) contains: Calories:
49, Fat: 0.2g, Protein: 2g, Carbs: 12g, Fiber: 3g, Vit A: 245%,
Vit C: 19%, Potassium: 16%, Copper: 11%, Manganese: 11%,
Vit B2: 11%, Vit E: 10%, Iron: 8%, Small amounts of
magnesium, phosphorus, zinc, folate and several B vitamins.

. High Antioxidant content reduce risk of chronic diseases.
. Packed with vitamins that boost immunity.
. Vit A, Lutein and Zeaxanthin protect your eyesight.
. Nutrient density & low-calorie count promote weight loss.
. Antioxidant content may lower your risk of cancer.
. Potassium, vitamin C and fiber may benefit heart health.
. Contains compounds that promote healthy skin.
. Fiber & zinc help manage gastrointestinal disorders.
. Magnesium helps lower blood sugar levels.
Side effects: rare, but might include stomach discomfort,
diarrhea, and nausea.
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Can We Trust
Bible Prophecy?
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Yes, we Can!

1 THESSALONIANS 4:16-17

“FOR THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL DESCEND FROM
HEAVEN WITH A SHOUT, WITH THE VOICE OF THE
ARCHANGEL, AND WITH THE TRUMP OF GOD: AND
THE DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST: THEN WE
WHICH ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN SHALL BE CAUGHT
UP TOGETHER WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS, TO
MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR: AND SO SHALL WE
EVER BE WITH THE LORD.”
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Introduction:
Our Dispositions Unchanged

If you would be a saint in heaven, you
must first be a saint on earth. The traits
of character you cherish in life will not
be changed by death or by the
resurrection. You will come up from the
grave with the same disposition you
manifested in your home and in
society. Jesus does not change the
character at His coming. The work of  ®
transformation must be done now. Our ¥
daily lives are determining our destiny.

Defects of character must be repented
of and overcome through the grace of
Christ, and a symmetrical character
must be formed while in this
Frobationary state, that we may be
itted for the mansions above.—
Manuscript Releases 13:82.




Heaven’s Peaceful and Loving Atmosphere

The peace and harmony of the heavenly -
courts will not be marred by the presence of '
one who is rough or unkind.—Testimonies for
the Church 8:140. |

Everything in heaven is noble and elevated.
All seek the interest and happiness of others.
No one devotes himself to looking out and
caring for self. It is the chief joy of all holy
beings to witness the joy and happiness of
those around them.—Testimonies for the
Church 2:239.

| seemed to be there where all was peace, @
where no stormy conflicts of earth could ever "5..2
come—heaven, a kingdom of righteousness | s

where all the holy and pure and blest are T A
congregated, ten thousand times ten pp UL T i,
thousand and thousands of thousands, living g RO 2
and walking in happy, pure intimacy, praising & & e -
God and the Lamb who sitteth on the throne. S et




Heaven’s Peaceful and Loving
Atmosphere ( )

Their voices were in perfect harmony. They never do
each other wrong. Princes of heaven, the potentates of
this mighty realm, are rivals only in good, seeking the
happiness and joy of each other. The greatest there is
least in self-esteem, and the least is greatest in his
gratitude and wealth of love.

There are no dark errors to cloud the intellect. Truth
and knowledge, clear, strong, and perfect, have chased
every doubt away, and no gloom of doubt casts its | I
baleful shadow ulgon its happgl inhabitants. No voices of i
contention mar the sweet and perfect peace of heaven.

Its inhabitants know no sorrow, no grief, no tears.

All is in perfect harmony, in perfect order and perfect
bliss.... Heaven is a home where sympathy is alive in
every heart, expressed in every look. Love reigns there.
There are no jarring elements, no discord or BAN P ,
contentions or war of words.—Manuscript Releases e Gt S0 R LRGP N




No Temptation and No Sin
w&.«t‘ .

No tree of knowledge of good
and evil will afford opportunity
for temptation. No tempter is
there, no possibility of wrong.—
Education, 302.

| heard shouts of triumph from
the angels and from the
redeemed saints which sounded
like ten thousand musical
instruments, because they were
to be no more annoyed and
tempted by Satan and because
the inhabitants of other worlds : :
were delivered from his Why D'dLGOd PUt th T" ee
presence and his temptations.—  of the Knowledg%of Good,and Evil?
The Story of Redemption, 416. J o %




Communion with the Father and the Son

The people of God are privileged to hold
open communion with the Father and the
Son.... We shall see Him face to face,
without a dimming veil between.—The
Great Controversy, 676, 677.

We shall ever dwell with and enjoy the light
of His precious countenance. My heart
leaps with joy at the cheering prospect!—In
Heavenly Places, 352.

Heaven is where Christ is. Heaven would
not be heaven to those who love Christ, if
He were not there.—Manuscript 41, 1897.

There will be a close and tender
relationship between God and the risen
saints.—The Desire of Ages, 606.




Communion with the Father and the Son ( )

Casting at the feet of the Redeemer the *
crowns that He has placed on our
heads, and touching our golden harps,
we shaII fill all heaven with praise to
Him that sitteth on the throne.—
Testimonies for the Church 8:254.

If, during this life, they are loyal to God,
they will at last “see His face; and His
name shall be in their foreheads”
(Revelation 22:4).

And what is the happiness of heaven
but to see God? What greater joy could
come to the sinner saved by the grace
of Christ than to look upon the face of
God and know Him as Father?—
Testimonies for the Church 8:268.




Fellowship With Angels and the
Faithful of All Ages

Every redeemed one will understand the
ministry of angels in his own life. The angel
who was his guardian from his earliest
moment, the angel who watched his steps and
covered his head in the day of peril, the angel
who was with him in the valley of the shadow
of death, who marked his resting place, who
was the first to greet him in the resurrection
morning—what will it be to hold converse
with him, and to learn the history of divine
interposition in the individual life, of heavenly |
cooperation in every work for humanity!—
Education, 305.

From what dangers, seen and unseen, we
have been preserved through the
interposition of the angels, we shall never
know, until in the I(ith of eternity we see the
providences of God.—The Desire of Ages, 240.




Fellowship With Angels and the Faithful of
All Ages ( )

The loves and sympathies which God
Himself has planted in the soul shall
there find truest and sweetest exercise.
The pure communion with holy beings,
the harmonious social life with the |
blessed angels and with the faithful ones
of all ages who have washed their robes e
and made them white in the blood of the &= ¥* -
Lamb, the sacred ties that bind together
“the whole family in heaven and earth” .
(Ephesians 3:15)—these help to ‘\_: y >
constitute the happiness of the : .
redeemed.—The Great Controversy, 677. ) 4




Bearing Testimony to Unfallen Bel ngs

“The Son of man came not to be ministered . . - .o e g
unto, but to minister” [Matthew 20:28].
Christ’s work below is His work above, and
our reward for working with Him in this
world will be the greater power and wider
privilege of working with Him in the world

to come. “Ye are my witnesses, saith the
Lord, that | am God” [|saiah 43:12].

This also we shall be in eternity. For what
was the great controversy permitted to
continue throughout the ages? Why was it
that Satan’s existence was not cut short at
the outset of his rebellion?—It was that
the universe might be convinced of God’s
justice in His dealing with evil; that sin
might receive eternal condemnation.




Bearing Testimony to Unfallen Beings ( )

In the plan of redemption there
are heights and depths that
eternity itself can never exhaust,
marvels into which the angels
desire to look. The redeemed
only, of all created beings, have
in their own experience known
the actual conflict with sin; they
have wrought with Christ and, as
even the angels could not do,
have entered into the fellowship
of His sufferings; will they have
no testimony as to the science of
redemption—nothing that will
be of worth to unfallen
beings?—Education, 308.




Praising God in Rich, Melodious Music

There will be music there, and song,
such music and song as, save in the
visions of God, no mortal ear has
heard or mind conceived.... The song
which the ransomed ones will sing—
the song of their experience—will
declare the glory of God:

“Great and marvelous are Thy works, "-'{j oy
O Lord God, the Almighty; righteous ||l
and true are Thy ways, Thou King of |
the ages. Who shall not fear, O Lord,
and glorify Thy name? for Thou only
art holy” [Revelation 15:3, 4].—
Education, 307-309.



Praising God in Rich, Melodious Music ( )

There is one angel who always leads,
who first touches the harp and strikes |
the note, then all join in the rich, perfect
music of heaven. It cannot be described.
It is melody, heavenly, divine.—
Testimonies For The Church 1:146.

Not as a man of sorrows, but as a
glorious and triumphant king He will
stand upon Olivet, while Hebrew
hallelujahs mingle with Gentile
hosannas, and the voices of the
redeemed as a mighty host shall swell
the acclamation, Crown Him Lord of
alll—The Desire of Ages, 830.




Searching Out the Treasures of the
Universe

There, when the veil that darkens our vision
shall be removed, and our eyes shall behold
that world of beauty of which we now catch ,
glimpses through the microscope, when we
look on the glories of the heavens, now : | .
scanned afar through the telescope, when, =~ = .. /.

the blight of sin removed, the whole earth PR
shall appear “in the beauty of the Lord our K '
God,” what a field will be open to our study!

There the student of science may read the

records of creation and discern no . N
reminders of the law of evil. He may listen . -+ .~
to the music of nature’s voices and detect oy '
no note of wailing or undertone of
SOIrrOw....

=N




Searching Out the Treasures of the
NRLER Lo

All the treasures of the universe will be open
to the study of God’s children. With
unutterable delight we shall enter into the
joy and the wisdom of unfallen beings. We

shall share the treasures gained through ages

e
1 N

upon ages spent in contemplation of God’s N z g .;-
handiwork.—Education, 303, 307. S } ?“WV%S ey & 1 bt
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Sacred History

The redeemed throng will range from world
to world, and much of their time will be
employed in searching out the mysteries of
redemption.—The S.D.A. Bible Commentary
7:990.

The themes of redemption will employ the
hearts and minds and tongues of the
redeemed through the everlasting ages.
They will understand the truths which Christ
longed to open to His disciples, but which
they did not have faith to grasp. Forever
and forever new views of the perfection and
glory of Christ will appear. Through endless
ages will the faithful householder bring
forth from his treasure things new and
old.—Christ’s Object Lessons, 134.

Reviewed
T HE

SACRED
HISTORY

HOW ANGELS, MYSTICS
AND HIGHER INTELLIGENCE
MA

\. :




Sacred History Reviewed ( )

Then will ]El)e o%enehd Igefo%e hLmbt?e course gf the
great conflict that had its birth before time began,

and that ends only when time shall cease. The S A C R E D
history of I’Ehg incekption off sin,hofhfatal falsehood
in its crooked working, of truth that, swerving not

from its own straight%ines, has met and H ]I S T O R Y
conquered error—all will be made manifest. The =n_ A

veil that interposes between the visible and the ‘

invisible world will be drawn aside and wonderful
things will be revealed.—Education, 304.

Though the griefs and pains and temptations of

earth are ended and the cause removed, the

Eeople of God will ever have a distinct, intelligent
nowledge of what their salvation has cost....

Our Redeemer will ever bear the marks of His
crucifixion. Upon His wounded head, upon His
side, His hands and feet, are the only traces of the
cruel work that sin has wrought.—The Great
Controversy, 651, 674.

e —




Life’s Perplexities Explamed

All the perplexities of life’s experience . |
will then be made plain. Wheretous - THE PURPOSE OF LIFE:

have appeared only confusion and e
disappointment, broken purposes and L1 LO"E o

thwarted plans, will be seen a grand, - 10 CREATE

overruling, victorious purpose, a THE MEANING OF LIFE IS FOUND BY
. . . EXPRESSING LOVE THROUGH CREATIVITY
divine harmony.—Education, 305. o

There Jesus will lead us beside the
living stream flowing from the throne
of God and will explain to us the dark
providences through which on this
earth He brought us in order to
perfect our characters.— Testimonies
for the Church 8:254.




Life’s Perplexities Explained ( )

All that has perplexed us in the
providences of God will in the world to
come be made plain. The things hard to .
be understood will then find THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD
explanation. The mysteries of grace will Y (8 o O S e :
unfold before us. Where our finite 4 l’.b-rln.j~ Ud:’ l'?ro"-,'(.‘j,'“'j-“-“ '
minds discovered only confusion and
broken promises, we shall see the most
perfect and beautiful harmony. We shall
know that infinite love ordered the
experiences that seemed most trying.
As we realize the tender care of Him
who makes all things work together for
our good, we shall rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory.—
Testimonies for the Church 9:286.




The Outworking of Every Noble Deed

All who have wrought with unselfish spirit will
behold the fruit of their labours. The outworking
of every right principle and noble deed will be
seen. Something of this we see here. But how
little of the result of the world’s noblest work is

in this life manifest to the doer! How many toil & The n0ble ma‘ke

unselfishly and unweariedly for those who pass

beyond their reach and knowledge! nOble pl&IlS, &Ild
Parents and teachers lie down in their last sleep,
their lifework seeming to have been wrought in
vain; they know not that their faithfulness has
unsealed springs of blessing that can never
cease to flow; only by faith they see the children
they have trained become a benediction and an
inspiration to their fellow men, and the h
influence repeat itself a thousandfold. p

by noble deeds
they stand

‘ "l
Y- - [safah 328

| r‘llxh‘!-u‘ ...... \



The Outworking of Every Noble Deed ( )

Many a worker sends out into the
world messages of strength and hope
and courage, words that carry blessing
to hearts in every land, but of the
results he, toiling in loneliness and
obscurity, knows little. So, gifts are
bestowed, burdens are borne, labor is
done.

Men sow the seed from which, above
their graves, others reap blessed
harvests. They plant trees, that others
may eat the fruit. They are content here
to know that they have set in motion
agencies for good. In the hereafter the
action and reaction of all these will be
seen.— Education, 305, 306.
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Our Joy Will Constantly Increase

There are mysteries in the plan of
redemption—the humiliation of the Son of
God, that He might be found in fashion as a
man, the wonderful love and condescension of
the Father in yielding up His Son—that are to
the heavenly angels subjects of continual
amazement.... And these will be the study of 1 EISE) (s happiness
the redeemed through eternal ages. :

As they contemplate the work of God in C[ / o
creation and redemption, new truth will | wharies Opurgeon
continually unfold to the wondering and
delighted mind. As they learn more and more
of the wisdom, the love, and the power of T
God, their minds will be constantly expanding, B
and their joy will continually increase.—
Testimonies for the Church 5:702, 703.

It is not how much we have,

but how much we enjoy,




Our Joy Wil Constantly Increase

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will

bring richer and still more glorious

revelations of God and of Christ. As

knowledge is progressive, so will love,

reverence, and happiness increase. The more

men learn of God, the greater will be their

admiration of His character. As Jesus opens You don’t have to hunt for joy,
before them the riches of redemption and manufacture it, or figure out how
the amazing achievements in the great to lead a stress-free “perfect” life.
controversy with Satan, the hearts of the You can ALLOW joy to live
ransomed thrill with more fervent devotion, alongside whatever else you're
and with more rapturous joy they sweep the experiencing. You can

harps of gold; and ten thousand times ten WELCOME it into the messiness
thousand and thousands of thousands of
voices unite to swell the mighty chorus of
praise.—The Great Controversy, 678.

of your life in every season.




Ever an Infinity Beyond

Every power will be developed, every

capability increased. The grandest Beyond Infin 'ty
enterprises will be carried forward, the

loftiest aspirations will be reached, the
highest ambitions realized. And still there |

will arise new heights to surmount, new 4
wonders to admire, new truths to

comprehend, fresh objects to call forth the

powers of body and mind and soul.— S
Education, 307.

"The eyes of the Lord are

However far we may advance in the on the righteous, And His
knowledge of God’s wisdom and His power,| €ars are open to their cry.”

there is ever an infinity beyond.—The Psalm 34:15
Review and Herald, September 14, 1886. &




Ever an Infinity Beyond (cont’d)

All the paternal love which has come down from
generation to generation through the channel

of human hearts, all the springs of tenderness
which have opened in the souls of men, are but
as a tiny rill to the boundless ocean when
compared with the infinite, exhaustless love of

God. Tongue cannot utter it; pen cannot portray -

it. You may meditate upon it every day of your
life; you may search the Scriptures diligently in
order to understand it; you may summon every
power and capability that God has given you, in
the endeavour to comprehend the love and
compassion of the heavenly Father; and yet
there is an infinity beyond.

You may study that love for ages; yet you can
never fully comprehend the length and the
breadth, the depth and the height, of the love
of God in giving His Son to die for the world.
Eternity itself can never fully reveal it.—
Testimonies for the Church 5:740.

 FEARING NOTHING.

- WITH Gop -

e I OSHUA 1-945 .

. YOU WIEL GO TO INFINITY. |
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Conclusion: The Whole Universe
Declares That God Is Love

The great controversy is ended. Sin
and sinners are no more. The entire
universe is clean. One pulse of
harmony and gladness beats
through the vast creation. From Him
who created all, flow life and light
and gladness, throughout the realms
of illimitable space. From the

minutest atom to the greatest world,

all things, animate and inanimate, in
their unshadowed beauty and
perfect joy, declare that God is
love.—The Great Controversy, 678.

= =

Lesson 4 for January 28, 2012

.‘ S 4 1 I |
. THE GOD OF GRACE ‘
AND JUDGMENT
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God has given all:
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Revelation 12:12

«__...for the devil is come down unto you,
= having great wrath, because he knoweth that




Enter The Ark of Hope

And other sheep I The Ark of the Covenant

have, which are not of
this fold: them also I
must bring, and they
shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one
fold, and one
shepherd.

— John 10:16
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Behold, I stand at
the door, and
knock: if any man
hear my voice,
and open the door,
I will come in to
him, and will sup
with him, and he
with me. -
Revelation 3:20




-~ ARE YOU READY TO MEET JESUS?
SRS — T
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