
Lessons from 1 Samuel 

The Book of 1 Samuel teaches us about God's sovereignty over human leaders, the 

importance of humility and obedience to receive God's blessing, and the reality of human 

pride and its destructive consequences through the reigns of King Saul and King David's 

early life. Other key lessons include the power of persistent prayer, the value of God-given 

leadership, and how to choose faithfulness even when others stray.  

Here are some detailed lessons from 1 Samuel: 

1. The Sovereignty of God  

God's Purposes Prevail: 

Despite the failures of people and leaders, God remains in control and works out His 

divine purposes, as seen in Hannah's prayer for a son and God's choice of a king for 

Israel. 

God Opposes Pride: 

God resists those who are arrogant, as demonstrated by the Israelites' downfall when they 

treated the Ark of the Covenant as a trophy and the Philistines' defeat when they put the 

Ark in Dagon's temple. 

2. Humility and Obedience 

Blessing Through Humility: 

Hannah's prayer and life show how God opposes the proud and exalts the humble, 

emphasizing that humble, obedient people experience God's covenant blessings.  

God's Word is Supreme: 

The book highlights that God's word, as delivered through prophets like Samuel, is the 

highest authority, even for kings, showing its superiority over human decree.  

3. The Dangers of Human Pride and Corruption 

The Folly of a "Man After the People's Heart": 

Saul's reign shows the negative consequences of appointing a king who satisfies people's 

desires for status and image rather than God's will.  

Corruption in Leadership: 

The story reveals the corrupt nature of the priesthood under Eli, illustrating how a lack of 

leadership and integrity leads to national spiritual decline.  

4. The Power of Faith and Prayer  

Persistent Prayer: 

Hannah's fervent, tearful prayers show the importance of approaching God with deep 

sincerity and persistence, even in difficult and taunting situations. 

 

 



Faith Over Fear: 

Hannah's story illustrates how faith can strengthen the soul, turning fear and anguish into 

hope and changing one's countenance. 

5. Godly Leadership  

The Need for God-Chosen Leaders: 

1 Samuel illustrates the transition from chaotic rule under judges to the need for a 

righteous, unified monarchy led by a king, though it ultimately points to a greater, divine 

King. 

God's Anointed Kings: 

The book contrasts the failed reign of the people's choice, Saul, with God's anointed king, 

David, showing the difference between earthly leadership and divinely appointed authority. 

6. Individual Faithfulness  

Choosing a Different Path: In a time when "everyone did what was right in his own eyes," 1 

Samuel emphasizes that individuals can choose to follow God wholeheartedly, even when 

the nation is straying. 


